
 

 
Formal Meeting of the Council of Governors  

to receive the 2022/23 Annual Report and Accounts  
for University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust 

 

Tuesday 25 July 2023 
 

Time: 19:00 – 19:30 
 

Louisa Martindale Building 
Royal Sussex County Hospital,  

Eastern Road, Brighton, BN2 5BE 
 
 

Item: 1 
 

Time: 
19:00 

Welcome and apologies for absence 
To note 

Verbal Presenter: 
Chair 
 

Item: 2 
 

Time: 
19:00 

Declarations of Interest 
To note 

Verbal Presenter:  
Chair 
 

  Quoracy of Council of Governors 
Meetings 
A meeting of the Council shall be quorate and 
shall not commence until it is quorate. 
Quoracy is defined as meaning that there 
shall be present at the meeting at least one 
third of all Governors (7 allowing for 
vacancies).  Of those present, at least 51% 
shall be elected Governors. 

  

Item: 3 
 

Time: 
19:00 

Minutes of the AGM held on 27 July 
2022  
(noting these were approved by the 
Council on 18 August 2022) 
To note 
 

Enclosure Presenter:  
Chair 

Item: 4 
 

Time: 
19:05 

External Annual Auditors Report 
2022/23 for UHSussex NHS Foundation 
Trust 
To note 
 

Enclosure Presenter:  
External Audit (Grant 
Thornton) 

Item: 5 
 

Time: 
19:20 

Acceptance of the Annual Report and 
Accounts as presented at the AGM  
To accept noting earlier presentation and 
discussion  
 

Verbal Presenter:  
Chair  

Item: 6 
 

Time: 
19:25 

Questions from Governors on the 
Accounts 
 

Verbal Presenter:  
Chair 

Item: 7 
 

Time: 
19:30 

Close of meeting 
 

Verbal Presenter:  
Chair 
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In Attendance  

Darren Wells Grant Thornton 

Jan Simmons Governor & Membership Manager 

 

COG/07/22/1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE ACTION 

   

1.1 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 

The Chair welcomed those attending the meeting in person and those who 
were attending virtually via the MS Teams Live broadcast. 
 
Apologies for absence were noted from  
Public Governors: Pauline Constable, Frances McCabe, Hazel Heron 
Staff Governors: Jo Norgate, Chris Pobjoy 
Appointed Governors: Helen Rice, Mr Varadarajan Kalidasan,  
Prof Kathleen Galvin and Cllr Sue Shanks. 
 
John Thompson, as the Lead Governor for the Trust for the period from late 
2016 to 2020, took the opportunity to pay tribute to Lyn Camps who had 
recently stood down at the end of her tenure as Lead Governor.  John 
thanked Lyn for her dedication to the role and for the impact she had made 
during her three years as Lead Governor. 

 

   

Minutes of the Council of Governors meeting held at 18.30 on Thursday 27 July 2022 in public and 
via Teams Live Broadcast 

 

Present: 

 

Alan McCarthy MBE DL 
George Findlay 
Andy Heeps 
Karen Geoghegan 
Charlotte Hopkins 
Maggie Davies 
David Grantham 
Darren Grayson 
Lizzie Peers 
Claire Keatinge 
Lucy Bloem 
Glen Palethorpe 
Frank Sims 
Lindy Tomsett 
Paul Wayne 
John Todd  
Andy Cook 
Maggie Gormley 
Alison Cooper 
Maria Rees 
Miranda Jose 
Doug Hunt 
Amelia Palmer 
 

Chair 
Chief Executive Officer 
Deputy Chief Executive/Chief Operating Officer 
Chief Financial Officer  
Chief Medical Officer 
Chief Nurse 
Chief People Officer 
Chief Governance Officer 
Non-Executive Director 
Non-Executive Director 
Non-Executive Director 
Company Secretary 
Public Governor – Brighton & Hove (Lead Governor) 
Public Governor – Chichester 
Public Governor – Horsham 
Public Governor – Adur 
Staff Governor – Royal Sussex County Hospital 
Public Governor – Chichester 
Appointed Governor – West Sussex County Council 
Public Governor – Arun 
Staff Governor – Peripatetic 
Public Governor – Mid Sussex 
Staff Governor – Worthing Hospital 
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COG/07/22/2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  

   

2.1 There were no interests to declare.  

   

COG/07/22/3 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  29 July 21 (noting these were 
approved by the Council on 19 August 2021)  

 

   

3.1 The Council noted that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 
29 July 2021 had been approved by the Council on 19 August 2021. 

 

   

COG/07/22/4 External Audit Annual Audit Results Reports for BSUH and WSHFT  

   

4.1 
 
 
 

4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.3 
 
 
 

4.4 
 
 
 

4.5 
 
 

4.6 

The Council RECEIVED the Auditor’s Annual Report in relation to the audit 
of University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust, presented by Darren 
Wells from Grant Thornton, External Auditors for the Trust. 
 
Darren advised that this was Grant Thornton’s first year as Auditors for the 
Trust and he was pleased to report they had experienced good cooperation 
from the Trust and its Finance Team.  He highlighted the key areas of the 
report adding that the financial statements for the Trust gave a true and fair 
view of the financial position as at 31 March 2022 and of its expenditure and 
income for the year then ended. 
 
The Council noted that there were no adjustments required to the financial 
statements and the few observations on the notes to the accounts were all 
adjusted prior to the audit concluding. 
 
The report concluded that there were no risks of significant weakness 
identified in relation to the Trust’s financial sustainability, governance or 
improving economy, efficiency and effectiveness.  
 
The Chair thanked Grant Thornton and welcomed the receipt of the positive 
report for the Trust. 
 
There were no questions received from Members on the Auditor’s Annual 
Reports. 

 

   

COG/07/22/5 Acceptance of the Annual Report and Accounts as presented at the 
AGM for BSUH and WSHFT 

 

   

5.1 The Council of Governors AGREED the receipt of the Annual Report and 
Accounts 2021/22 for University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust 
for which a presentation had been made at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

   

COG/07/22/6 Questions from Governors on the Accounts  

   

6.1 There were no questions received from the Members or Governors on the 
Accounts. 
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COG/07/22/7 Close of meeting  

   

7.1 To conclude the meeting Alan McCarthy thanked everyone present for 
attending the AGM and this meeting and for their continued support of the 
Trust. 

 

   

 
 
 
Jan Simmons 
Governor & Membership Manager 
29 July 2021 

       Signed as an accurate record of the meeting 

 

…………………………………………………. 

Chair 

………………………………………………… 

Date 
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